
“The most common means of transport in Africa 

are the legs, heads and backs of African women."

Malmberg-Calvo (1997)

Differences in travel modes

Load Carrying Efforts by Gender in Five Regions of Sub-Saharan Africa
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Differences in behaviors Differences in consequences

Worldwide, three times more men than women are killed in road accidents.





“The chief concern of those morally against women riding bicycles centered on the belief that women would 
become wild and wicked if left unchaperoned. … One American writer claimed that the 'unfettered liberty' of 
bicycling would 'intoxicate' women to immoral acts. Others argued that bicycling was the number one reason for 
an increase in the 'ranks of girls who became outcast women’. …”

Frances Willard Willard, "A Wheel Within a Wheel“, 1895



« En résumé, il est très probable que l’art de conduire ne deviendra jamais un métier de femme, car il n’existe pas de 
carrière où les imperfections habituelles du caractère du sexe, autrefois qualifié de faible, puissent aboutir à d’aussi 
effrayants résultats… »

["In short, it is very likely that driving will never become a woman's profession, because there is no career where the usual 
imperfections of the character of the sex, once described as weak, can lead to such frightening results.”]

G. Labadie-Lagrave, Les Annales, 1906, cité par A. Buisseret, Les femmes et l’automobile de 1890 à 1914, op. cit., p. 67.



“Still, it survives today, probably more as a joke than a 
believable stereotype”

Berger, M., L. (1986). Women drivers!: The emergence of 
folklore and stereotypic opinions concerning feminine 

automotive behavior. Women’s Studies International Forum, 
9(3), 257–263.
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the larger the population, the more space the country takes up on the map


