
ñThe most common means of transport in Africa 

are the legs, heads and backs of African women."

Malmberg-Calvo (1997)

Differencesin travelmodes

Load Carrying Efforts by Gender in Five Regions of Sub-Saharan Africa
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Worldwide, three times more men than women are killed in road accidents.





άThe chief concern of those morally against women riding bicycles centeredon the belief that women would 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ƭŜŦǘ ǳƴŎƘŀǇŜǊƻƴŜŘΦ Χ hƴŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ϥǳƴŦŜǘǘŜǊŜŘ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅϥ ƻŦ 
bicycling would 'intoxicate' women to immoral acts. Others argued that bicycling was the number one reason for 
ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ϥǊŀƴƪǎ ƻŦ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿƘƻ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘŎŀǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩΦ Χέ

Frances Willard ²ƛƭƭŀǊŘΣ Ϧ! ²ƘŜŜƭ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ²ƘŜŜƭάΣ муфр



«9ƴ ǊŞǎǳƳŞΣ ƛƭ Ŝǎǘ ǘǊŝǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǉǳŜ ƭΩŀǊǘ ŘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳƛǊŜ ƴŜ ŘŜǾƛŜƴŘǊŀ ƧŀƳŀƛǎ ǳƴ ƳŞǘƛŜǊ ŘŜ ŦŜƳƳŜΣ ŎŀǊ ƛƭ ƴΩŜȄƛǎǘŜ Ǉŀǎ ŘŜ 
ŎŀǊǊƛŝǊŜ ƻǴ ƭŜǎ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀōƛǘǳŜƭƭŜǎ Řǳ ŎŀǊŀŎǘŝǊŜ Řǳ ǎŜȄŜΣ ŀǳǘǊŜŦƻƛǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŞ ŘŜ ŦŀƛōƭŜΣ ǇǳƛǎǎŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘƛǊ Ł ŘΩŀǳǎǎƛ 
ŜŦŦǊŀȅŀƴǘǎ ǊŞǎǳƭǘŀǘǎΧ»

["In short, it is very likely that driving will never become a woman's profession, because there is no career where the usual 
imperfections of the character of the sex, once described as weak, can lead to such frightening resultsΦέϐ

G. Labadie-Lagrave, Les Annales, 1906Σ ŎƛǘŞ ǇŀǊ !Φ .ǳƛǎǎŜǊŜǘΣ [Ŝǎ ŦŜƳƳŜǎ Ŝǘ ƭΩŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ŘŜ муфл Ł мфмпΣ ƻǇΦ cit., p. 67.



άStill, it survives today, probably more as a joke than a 
believable stereotypeέ
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