
AN URGENT CALL TO ACTION
FOR ASIA PACIFIC

Each year, the world suffers 1.3 million preventable deaths and an estimated 
50 million injuries from road crashes1. Without serious action, road crashes will 
cause an estimated 13–17 million more deaths and 500 million more injuries in 
the current decade2. 
UN Member States have adopted a resolution 74/299 Improving Global Road 
Safety3 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (target 3.6)4 and are 
therefore mandated to reduce road deaths and injuries by 50% by 2030. We 
know what works to achieve this target: the actions needed are set out in the 
Global Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021–20305.

Asia Pacific accounts for 61% of the world’s road deaths, with a rate of 18 per 
100,000 population in 2016, broadly the same as the global rate7. Concerningly, 
between 2013 and 2016, road deaths increased by 10% in the region8. The 
picture varies around the region, with ESCAP’s South and South-West Asia 
subregion accounting for nearly one-third of the regional road deaths9. 
According to WHO regional data, the WHO Southeast Asia region has a road 
death rate of 20.7 per 100,000 population, while in Western Pacific, it is 16.910. 
Within the WHO Southeast Asia and Western Pacific regions, the majority of 
road fatalities are among riders of motorized two- and three-wheelers who 
represent 43% and 36% of all fatalities respectively11.

Frameworks and targets have been set: it is time to act now.

We call on all governments in Asia Pacific to commit to act for people’s 
right to safe mobility and a 50% reduction in road deaths and injuries by 
2030, with an urgent focus on motorcycle users who are at greatest risk 
of injury in the region.

CALL TO ACTION

REGIONAL CONTEXT6

RATIONALE
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We demand:
EVIDENCE-BASED ACTIONS
a. Ensure that national and local road safety plans are aligned to the 
Global Plan for the Decade of Action 2021–2030 and address the 12 
global voluntary performance targets and their indicators. 
b. Protect all users on the road by:

i. Implementing laws at national, state, and local levels, that limit speed 
to 30km/h or lower in school zones and where people live, walk, and 
play, through speed limits and traffic calming measures;
ii. Adopting and ratifying relevant UN conventions, strengthening national 
road safety regulation to meet international safety standards, including 
seat belts, child restraints, and helmets, and setting and enforcing 
appropriate driver competency standards;
iii. Strengthening laws and enforcement on drink and drug driving;
iv. Adopt and implement national action plans;
v. Improving public transportation in urban, semi-urban, and rural areas, 
including last-mile connectivity to get people to their destinations safely, 
with particular focus on the safety of women, who face additional risks 
when using public transportation;
vi. Underpinning interventions with data and evidence, including data 
collection, scientific crash investigation, road safety audits and assessments, 
and measurement and monitoring of road safety actions with KPIs, building 
technical capacity to achieve a strong body of data and evidence.

c. Protect riders and passengers of motorized two-wheelers, which are 
commonly used as a primary means of transport across the region, by:

i. Addressing the vulnerability of riders and their passengers through all 
aspects of the road system, including road design and infrastructure, 
legislation, with a particular focus on quality helmets and protective 
gear, vehicle standards, and enforcement.

d. Provide comprehensive support systems for victims and their 
families by:

i. Equipping and enabling first responders to treat crash victims quickly and 
efficiently and guaranteeing the rights of bystanders who provide assistance;
ii. Guaranteeing crash victims’ and families’ rights and support, including 
psychological, social, rehabilitation, and judicial support, for as long as is 
needed, and, where appropriate, enabling and simplifying claims procedures.
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2 INVESTMENT IN ROAD SAFETY, RECOGNIZING THE COST BENEFITS TO 
BOTH ROAD USERS AND GOVERNMENT
a. Allocate budgets for the full implementation of the above-mentioned 
actions.
b. Report annually on the budget.
c. Create and report on innovative schemes to finance road safety 
interventions, including corporate sector involvement.

NGO INVOLVEMENT IN DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES
a. Establish clear mechanisms for an enabling environment for NGOs 
to share their knowledge and expertise, in order to complement and 
facilitate government’s work, for example through multi-sectoral road 
safety commissions or cell or as members of national committees, 
fora, or platforms.
b. Facilitate specific protocols for engagement between civil society 
and international road safety platforms, such as the Asia-Pacific 
Road Safety Observatory, ASEAN Road Safety Center, and South Asia 
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).

We, as civil society, have a role defined in the Global Plan. We commit to play our 
part in advocating for and enabling people’s rights to safe mobility and achieve 
a 50% reduction in road deaths and injuries by 2030.
We commit to: 

1. Stand up for people’s right to be safe on the roads 
We empower people and communities to claim their rights to safe and 
healthy mobility. We show the reality of the roads they use and highlight 
the experiences of road victims and their loved ones who have been 
affected by crashes. We speak up on decisions that affect road safety.
2. Use data and evidence to show what needs to be done
We amplify data, evidence, and best practices from around the world and 
we collect ground-level evidence that show the impact of safe and unsafe 
roads on people and communities.

OUR ROLE AND COMMITMENT
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3. Hold our governments accountable for people’s right to be safe on 
the road and for the 2030 target
We keep road safety on the agenda until every person is guaranteed — 
through commitment and action — their right to safe mobility. We monitor 
progress and put a spotlight on action and inaction.
4. Partner with regional agencies and authorities, as well as our 
governments, to achieve the 2030 target
We have a shared responsibility to use our skills and experience as NGOs 
and as representatives of our people and communities.
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